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EAST CAROLINA TEACHERS COLLEGE 

The College with a Purpose 
By PRESIDENT ROBERT H. WRIGHT 

Greenville, N. C. 



THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY of 1907 created 
the East Carolina Teachers College under the 
name of East Carolina Teachers Taining 
School. The law creating this institution provides 
that the "college shall be maintained by the state for 
the purpose of giving to young white men and women 
such education and training as shall fit and qualify 
them to teach in the public schools of North Caro- 
lina." From the beginning this has been the one pur- 
pose and we may say the sole object of the College. 
Every energy is being directed to this one purpose. 
There is constantly in the minds of all those connected 
with the institution the realization of the need in North 
Carolina for well-trained teachers for the public 
schools. They see the 350,000 children in North Caro- 



lina growing up to manhood and womanhood, many of 
them being poorly taught or even miss-taught by teach- 
ers who are employed to train North Carolina's child- 
hood. The state has not provided ample facilities for 
the training of teachers. It is, therefore no fault of 
these untrained teachers that they are not prpared for 
the work. This College is one of the attempts of the 
state to provide the facilities for the training of our 
teachers. Much has been done during the last decade 
to put a trained teacher in each school room in the state 
but there are yet many, many children being taught 
by teachers who are not properly prepared for the 
work. 

\By legislative enactment and by judicial decision 
the public schools of North Carolina include all the 
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work through the high school. This means that the 
Teachers College to fulfill its mission must prepare 
teachers for every grade of public school work includ- 
ing the last four years of the public school course. 
The State Board of Education in providing its scheme 
for certification gives the A grade certificate to those 
who complete a four year college course of training 
and this of necessity caused the board of trustees 
to make the erstwhile Training School a Teachers 
College. 

A state teachers college to properly function in a 
state must work in harmony and in conjunction with 
the State Department of Education. The teacher 
training agencies of the state being the source from 



which the State Department gets its trained teachers, 
must work with the State Department of Education, 
for in reality the teacher-training agencies are indi- 
rectly a part and a most vital part of the state's public 
school system. The success of any educational program 
is dependent in its final analysis upon the efficiency of 
its teaching force. Anything, therefore, that increases 
the teaching efficiency adds to the efficiency of the pub- 
lic school system. The children of North Carolina de- 
serve and are entitled to as good public school oppor- 
tunities as the children of any other state in the union. 
It is the purpose of this College to see that this oppor- 
tunity is brought to North Carolina's children. The 
College cannot fulfill its mission unless it is very ma- 
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terially enlarged and this the state should do at its 
earliest possible opportunity. 

As one makes a survey of the school facilities and 
college opportunities in North Carolina, holding in 
mind what private enterprise and religious denomina- 
tions are doing in the field of 'higher education, also 
what the state is doing, while he may be filled with 
the spirit of pride, yet he must see that in the field of 
teacher-training the state still has much to do. It is 
the purpose of this College to fill the urgent need and 
long felt want in our state for more properly trained 



teachers. The work done by this college is work that 
will be of vital importance to every institution of 
higher learning in the state, for it sends to the public 
schools teachers who will properly lay a foundation 
and who will build securely thereupon that education 
that every boy and every girl in North Carolina must 
have before he can enter college, but more important 
even than this is the training that will be given to the 
thousands who will never go to college, thus raising the 
standard of citizenship of our state. Is this not worthy 
of our past as well as hopeful for our future ! 



GUILFORD COLLEGE 

By PRESIDENT RAYMOND BINFORD 

Guilford College, N.C. 



GUILFORD COLLEGE, the oldest coeduca- 
tional college in the South, was opened in 1837 
as New Garden Boarding School, with twenty- 
five boys and twenty-five girls enrolled. The courses 
offered were gradually increased, and the scholarship 
of the faculty raised until in 1888 it became a standard 
college offering four years of college work, and was 
granted the right to confer the bachelor's degree. Since 
Dr. Capen of the Bureau of Education at Washington 
made a survey of the colleges of North Carolina, Guil- 



ford has been recognized as a Class A College. Al- 
though the institution has maintained a preparatory 
department, this phase of the work has been gradually 
reduced, is now conducted by a separate corps of teach- 
ers, and will probably be discontinued within the next 
two years. 

The College has constantly kept abreast of the rising 
standards of education by the erection from time to 
time of new buildings, the establishment of labora- 
tories for the teaching of chemistry, physics, biology 
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